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A legislature has a constitutional obligation to provide judges an adequate amount of compensation, commensurate with judicial 
responsibilities, in order to guarantee the independence of the judicial branch, despite a state constitution's failure to mention 


adequacy of compensation. | Retirement benefits have been considered in determining the adequacy of compensation; where 
a statute substantially reduces judges' retirement benefits, the reductions violate the constitutional requirement of adequate 


compensation of judges.* 
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Footnotes 

1 Goodheart v. Thornburgh, 118 Pa. Commw. 75, 545 A.2d 399 (1988), order affd, 521 Pa. 316, 555 A.2d 
1210 (1989), on reconsideration, 523 Pa. 188, 565 A.2d 757 (1989). 
As to changes in judges' compensation, generally, see §§ 57 to 60. 
As to the validity of statutorily mandated differences in the compensation of judges or between judges and 
other public employees, see § 56. 

2 Goodheart v. Thornburgh, 118 Pa. Commw. 75, 545 A.2d 399 (1988), order affd, 521 Pa. 316, 555 A.2d 
1210 (1989), on reconsideration, 523 Pa. 188, 565 A.2d 757 (1989). 
As to retirement benefits, generally, see § 59. 
As to changes in judges' compensation, generally, see §§ 57 to 60. 
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